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Defining Health Disparity
• Health disparity is the same thing as health inequality.

• A health disparity or inequality exists when there is 
difference or in the presence of disease, a health 
outcome or access to health care between population 
groups (age, gender identity, ethnic, racial, etc. groups).



Infant Mortality Rate in Travis County, 1999-2014
African American, Hispanic & White
3 Year Averages
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Tip of the Health Disparities Iceberg 

Injuries

Dementia

Hypertension

Obesity

Heart disease

Renal failure

Suicide Tuberculosis

Anxiety
Malnutrition

HIV

COPD
Substance Use

Depression

Cancer Stroke

Diabetes
Drug abuse

STDs

Asthma

Disparities in Birth Outcomes 
& Infant Mortality

Homicide

Unintended	 pregnancies

Nephritis

Cirrhosis	

Influenza

Alcoholism



How CommUnityCare Uses Data
to Inform its Services
Performs a Comprehensive Community Health Needs Assessment that 
looks at differences/disparities in:

• Prevention Quality (Indicators, Ambulatory Care, Sensitive
Conditions)

• Vital Statistics (Population, Births, Deaths)
• Access (Health Insurance, Geography)
• Demographics (Socioeconomic Status)
• Clinical Indicators (Co-morbidity i.e. obesity and diabetes)
• Available Resource (Food Deserts, Free/Reduced Lunches, 

Housing)



Assessing CommUnityCare’s Target 
Population



Assessing CommUnityCare’s Target 
Population



Medical Outcomes in Austin

Clinical Preventive Services – Women 65 
and Over

Routine Medical Check with – 18 Years and Over

Colorectal Cancer Screening Rates – Adults 50 -75 Mammography Use – Women 50 - 74



Travis County - Vulnerable Populations 
Footprint

At least 20% of 
Population Below 
Poverty Level + at 
least 25% of the 
Population with 
Less Than High 

School



Why Perform a CHNA?
Looking For Indicators of Health Inequity 
• Health inequities are differences 

in health that are not only 
unnecessary and avoidable but, 
in addition, are considered unfair 
and unjust.

• So what is the difference 
between Equality and Equity?

• Resources and more specifically 
resource distribution and 
availability.



It’s Been Said

“Of all the forms of 
inequality, injustice in 
healthcare is the most 
shocking and 
inhumane.“
- Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King
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